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A, pleaſant Hiſtory, how.a Devill 


(named Rufh ) came to a Religious 
kouſe,ro ſeeke a ſeruice. 


beyond the des 
certaine houle 


— — 


fide, foz to maintaine the ſervice of als 
mighty Gov, and daily to pzay ſo their 
n | denefactozs and formders , and foz the 
** laluation of their owne ſoules : which 
place by reaſon of their founders and well diſpoſed people 
(which gane vnto it largely a their govs and poſſeſſions) in 
creaſcd in riches , andenery man had gold and ffluer at their 
will, and alſs of meate and dine they had great plenty: in to 
muth that they were ſo well at eaſe and had ſo much, that they 
wit not what to doe they were ſo full of wantonneſſe, wheres 
by the le rutce of almighty GOD was net wellmaintaned 
among them: foz oftentimes they ſaid neither Patiins noz 
Euncnſong 1 and thzongh their great negligence they fo2gat 
clcane the charge that they were bound to when the y entred 
into their Keligion, and thy lined moze like deals without 
peaſon, then like men of god and holy contierſation : foz they 
Haunted harlots and liued viciouſly, and the gods that was 
given them by god and well diſpoſed prepte,thep ſpent in vn> 
thaftineſe and tybauldzy. And when the great Pzince of 
Dcuils which are the Patrones of all vices baderſtwdof the 
great miſrule and vile liuing of theſy Keligious men :\conſale 


' 
' 
: 
: 


| 
| 


. pe tem null in that nate, and Wozſe if it wight de. 
And tbi le he te names of the Devils. | 4 
— .. 


Belphegor | 


A pleaſant Hiſtoric: 


Belphegot who was Pzince of Gluttonp, Aſmodeus Pꝛines 


of Lechery, And Belzcbub Pzince of Onnie, with many other 


Diuels afſembled together, which reioyted fo the miſozder of | 
theſe Religious men. And as they were all aflewbicdfoges | 
ther with one accozd 2 tgey choſe a Divelt to goe and own 
| among thele Retig(o | 
ger in their bugracions liuing, which Diuell was put in ray. 


us men, fo2 to mamtaine them the lon- 


ment like an earthly creature, and went to a Religious horſe, 
and there he ad at the gate a eertaine ſpace all alone with an 
beanie countenance. Then within a while after the Pztour 
came unte the gate andgſpicd Ruſh the young man ſtanding 
there all alone. Anon he (aid vnto dim, what voft thon here, 
and what wendet thou hau. The poung man with great 
renerence anfwered and ſaid : Sir, Jam a pose poung man, 
and am outof ſeruice, and faine would haue a Paiſter. And 
Dir if it pleaſe yon to haue me, I ſhall doe yon diligent ſcruice, 
and (hall dce ſo well that you and all pour bzethzen and couent 
hall be glad et me, foz J ſhall keepe ſo well pour ſecrets, that 
Itruft to odtaine at all times pour god laue and fauour, and. 
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Ves Sir (ſald Nuſp) that Jean doe rigut melt, und moze then 


4 


£ ofFrier Ruth. 


Thelc being the words ef the Devi!?. 


| Im riedt glad that mp purpoſe 
is come ſo well fo paſſe, foznow 
th mine intent isfulfilled, and Y 
de ubt net but all ſhall be ours : fog 
2 ſuall wake ſuch debate and ftrify 
«mong the Friers, that they ſhall 
neuer ke at ter toꝛd and peace. And 
z, J ſhall mike them good ſtaucs 
wu | where with the ene ſhall beate well 
LY N= 


* 


thc oiter: and often times they ſhal 
ire tt gethir bythe tares, in ſo much 
nat thett was neuer ſien noʒ heard 
teikefſuch s rrmour and diſcozs in 
no Clopſicr in the wozld. And 1 
| » 0 R;all vit my ſcife ſo, that J ſhall be 
in great deue and fausur anieng 

/ them. | | 


Then within foure 63 flue dayes after. it fozfunedthabthe 
Pꝛiour came into the Bited'a, and there he found the poung 
man, ts whom he (aid , where walt thou bozne , and what is 
thy name e The poung man anſwered and ſaid, Sir, Jwas 
bone dery farre hente, and Rufh is my name. Then ſav! 
Pꝛiour vnto bim, Ruſh, canfi thou couple Hounds together : 


that, oz J can conple men and women together, twhichis a 


' moze maſtrie, dare Sir (if nde be) Joan congap a faire 


woman nts pour chamber, and conuay ber home acaine in 
— ts (egvottp. that ns man ſhall fpye it. And iſs 
Iſhall kæpe pour counſaile ſa ſecretiy. that it chall acuer bo 
inowne. And when the Pꝛiour heard Ruſh ſpcake ſo, he wes 
right glad of Him , ond ſaid: Ruth, if thou tanſi dus as ttou 
dall ſaids J Hall reward thi well fo: thy labour, and thou 
Halt bomymott welbolayed ſeruant: whevelope make aut 


— m — 


| 


—— 


A pleaſant Hiſtory 


of thy bufneſſe, foz ſone,thou (halt goe a little wap an a meſs 
ſage foꝛ me, and ſohe departed and went to ſupper. And when 


tut ry man had ſupped. and Ruſh had done all his buflnefſe in 


the Bitchin, hee came vnto his maiſter the Pꝛiour. and ſaid, 
Sir, what is pour will with me the Pꝛiour anſwered and 
ſaid : here alittle beſide dwelleth a faire Gentle woman, the 
the which J lone very well, but J dare not diſcouer mp minde 
bnto her my ſelfe : andif thou canft finde the meanes ts bzing 
ber ſecretiy vato me, Ichall reward the right well fo; thy la- 
hour and paine. And when Ruſh had heard the wozds of his 
Maiſter, and knew all his minde, he anſwered and ſaid: Sir, 
be of god cherte, and let mee alone with that matter: fo A 
Hall goe vnto the Gentlewomans houſe, and J ſhall (ay your 
mellage ſo well, that this night he ſhall come to you: and ſa 
departed Ruſh from his Maiſter, and went ſtraight vnto this 
Gentlewomans hoafe. And when he was thither came, be 
found the Gentlcwoman ſitting all alone. And when Ruſh 
was eſpied of her, he made buto her great courtefte,and with 
many reuerentes theſs wozds be ſaid. | 


How a Devill named Raſb came voto a Gentlewomans houſe, 
and how he brought her priuily voto his 
Maiſters chamber. 


Td Eft you merry faire Piltrelle , the molt faite creaturs 
«YC inthe wozid. Py Pailter grateth you by me, deffring 
you to tome and ſpeaks with him. Then ſaid the Gentlewo- 
man to Ruſh, whois pour Paiſter, and what is his will with 
me ? faire Pilirefſe, ſaid Ruſh, J willchew pou, my ÞPaifter 
F 

you come igyt, J now 
de will be dead foz ſozrow, WEIGEL 


Here followeth the anſwere of the Geatlewoman, 


+ A Nd when the Gentlewoman bad heard the wozds of 
Rufb, het anſwered and ſaw, Faire Sir, it wess great 


nitfie. |. 


—— 
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"of ant accozd. And when the other Friers ane 


of frier Ruſh. 


pittie that the Gentleman ſhould die fo; my ſake, and rather 
then he ſhould ſo doe fog me, J will come to him, and ſhew him 
all thecourteſie that J can. Ruſh was verp glad of thoſe com- 
foztable woꝛds, and thought that his enterpꝛiſe was well 
bzought to paſſe, and he ſaid vntoher: Faire Miſtreſle, map 
it pleaſe you to take the labour and goe with me, and 1 ſhall 

bzing yon to my Pa- 

ſter , and as I ſup- 
pole, hee will make 
pou god cheare, and 
| GoldandSilner pon 
wall lache none, foz 
| beehath great plenty 
| thereof. Then ſaive 
the Gentlewoman, 
Dir , J pzap pou let 
| vs depart hence: fog 
as J ſuppoſe the 
Gentleman loketh 
long foz vs. o fozth 
they went both toge- 
ther, till theyt ams ti 
the Pzionrs Cham 
der. And when the 
P3iour ſawe that ſhe 


Ruſh much fo; his labonr and paine : And fo the Pziour res 
refed her lats his chamber, and there he made het god chore, 
and they had god meate aud wine great'plenty. And when 
they had well cefreſhed themſelues , Ruſh departed and went 
to the Kitchin, and left the Pzioor and the Gentuwom an 
alone, and there ſhe ſaued the Pztonrs life. Ans when Ruſh 
was in the Kitchin, hee ſato vnto himſelfe: J am right glad 
that J baue b2onght this matisr fo well to paſſe; and J doubt 
not bat they will agree wellenough together, foʒ they be bath 


was come: he was the gladdeff man in the wozld, and thanked 
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A pleaſant Fliſtorie 


Ruſh was ſuch a pꝛiuie fellow, and ſo well conld k&pe coun. 


ſaile : they deſired him to helpe them alſo, and ſo he did: fo2 he 
bꝛought to enery man, the woman that they moſt deſired, 
whereof they hadgreat meruaile. But they were ſo blinden 
with ignozance that they neuer percetned that he mas a berę 
Deuill, but euery man had him in loue and fanout-- 


How Frier Ryſb threw the maiſter Cooke into Axettell 
of water ſeething vpon the fite,. 
herein he died. 


1 — went fozth te ſpozthim , any 
it was very late ert he came home againe, and the maiſfog 
Coke was very angry with him that hee was ſo long abſent. 
And as (one asRulſh wasentred into the Kitchin: the Coks 
began to chide, and ſaidvnto dim. thou boꝛſon knave where 
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dat thou bone fo long 1 an with a great ſtaffe hee laid vyon 
Ruſk and beat him ſ0ze. and when Ruſh ſaw that the Coke 
was grp. and ſo farreontefreaſon, and that he had beaten 
dim ſez8 : anon he veg an fo waxe very angry with the maiffer 
Coke, and ſaid unto tim: thou hoxſon vil aine, wh bait thau 
beatea me thus: Z will berenenged on the; and ſubbatuiy be 


— — — 


of Frier Ruſh. 


taught him in his armes, ond thzew bim into agreat kettcll 


which was full of water ſe&thing vpon the fire, and ſaid, lye 
thou there in the Dincls name: foz new thou ſhalt neither 
fight no2chideno moze with me: and ſo Ruſh ew the matſter 
Coke. Then when her had ſo done, hie departed ont of the 
Vitchin, and went tothe next Mowne to fetch the faire wo- 
man againe foz his Maiſler: and inhis abſence certaine of 
the Friers came into the Kitchin to ſpeake with Ruſh, but 
they found no body ſtirring therein, and ſome of them went to 
ſtand by the fires ſide, to tarie till Ruſhcamein : foz they 
thought he would not tarie long. And as they ſtood talking 
together by the fires ſide, they ſpied a man in the Rettell ſ@eth- 
ing vpon the fire. And anon they perceined that it was the 
maiſter Coke, whercof they were greatly abathed. And with 
that (crying out) they went vnto the Pziour and ſhewcd him 
that the maiſter Coke had d;owned himſelfe in a Bettell 
ſ&thing vpon the fire in the Bitchin: foz which tydings the 
Pꝛiout was right ſozrie. And in the meane ſeaſon Ruſh cams 
home, and had conueped the woman into his Paiſters cham- 
ber. And anon the Friers ſhewed Ruſh of the great miſfo2s 
tune that was fallen on the Paiſter Coke in the Ritchin, and 
he made as he had bene ſozrie therefoze , and had knowne no⸗ 
thing thereof, and he was in great lone and fauour with ths 
Pꝛiout and all the Frisrs , that they miſtruſted him nothing 
fo2 that deede, and ſo there was no moze mention of the Pat- 
fter Coke. Then the Pziour commanded that Ruſh ſhould 
be made Coke, and all the Touent was right glad of that, and 
ſo he was himſclfe alſo, foz he thought his enterpziſes came 
well to paſſe after his minde, and as he would haue if. Thus 
Ruſh became Mailer Cooke in the Kitchin , and dꝛelled tteir 
meatc meruailous well: fo2 in the Lent, and in the Aduent, 
beth Fridapes andalſoother dapes, he put Bacon info their 
pottage pot, the which made the pottage to ſavour well, and 
be dzelled their mcate ſo de liciouſly, that the Pꝛiour and all 
the Friers had great mcruaile that he did it ſo well: in (0 wah 
* ya 
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tat thep laid be did much better then their other Pauli 
Cob t did, 4 that be was a moꝛc tunninger man in his occu- 
ration, and could doe much better i his office, Thus Run 
ſontinued in that office the ſpace of lenuen peares , and did 
rigijt well. and cucry man had him in lone and kanour. Chen 
tt loꝛtuned vpon a dap the Pztonr and his bꝛethzen were aſ- 
ſembled tegether ina generell toun falle, and as hep Rod talk ⸗ 
ing toxetber, the zioar remembꝛed Ruſn, and anon he laid 
vnto his bꝛethzen: Friends we haue here Ruſh which is our 
matſter Coke in our Bithin, and he is an olde ſeruant, and 
much diligent and true ſex uite ht hath done to vs. and he hath 
continued among bs longer then anp leruant that cner we 
had: woherekoꝛe me thiake it reaſon, that hee were promoted 
into ſome other office, and made a b2other among vs. Then 
all the whole coucnt with one voice ſaid they were content it 
ſuould ſo be. Do the Pꝛiour ſent foz Ruſh, and when he was 
tome befoꝛe him and all his bzethzen, the Pꝛicur ſaid, Ruſh it 
is lo, thou haſt berne here a long leaſon and we haue found ther 


2 hitherto a true and diligent ſeruant, wherekoꝛe wee will that 


then be pzomofed, and fake vpon thæ an habite as we haue, 
and to become a bzother among vs. Ruſh anſwered and ſaid : 
my Pailters J thanke pon all, and then the Pztour gaue Ruſh 
an habite, and put it on his backe, and ſo Ruſh became a ba- 
ther in the place, neubrthele ſle he kept his office Lilt, 


How Frier Ruß made Truncheons for the Friers 
to fight withall. 


| a Fee Ruſh had on the habite ofa Frier, und was a 


b:other in the place, he had moze vacation dapes then 
he had beloze. And as a King oꝛ a great Pzince pzeparcthoz- 
dinances againſt their watres, in likewiſe did Frier Ruſh + 


$02 when all his buſineſſe was done in the Kitchin, and that he 


dad lepſare, ge went and late in the Poꝛt of the vtter gate, and 
there he was making of god bigge Truncheons of Oke. And 
i bs 
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Ot Frier Ruſh, 


he made them with Hits oner the hand foz Aipping, et the 
which the other Fricts had great meruaile, t demanded of him 


4 


BY Jas 
$0 ware Sei Cc . : 


| wherefoze he made thoſe Tranchcons. Ruſh anſwered and 


| faid: Faire@1rs, I make them foz this intent: that il there 


pet hail we haue weapons to defend vs withall. And there- 
ſoze I make them. And mozconcr, when any nade ſhell be, 
| come to m8c and euetp man ſball haue one, and thep (hall be 
readp at pout commandement, and then the Friers thanked 
bim and ſo departed. Then it foztaned vpon a dap, that the 
Pꝛiour and Subpziour fell at diſcoꝛd, aud wert greuoully an- 
grp, the one with the other, and would haue fought together, 
bat onelp fo; ſhame: neuerthele le, the anger abode ſtill in 
their hearts, and all was foz an harlot within a while after, 
the nople ſpzead abzoad among the Friers , that the P21our 
and the Subpziour were fallen at diſcozd , foz the which they 
were angry in their mindes. And they that loued the Pztours 
tobe his part, and they that loued the Þnbpziour , toke his 
part, and ſo they murmured among themſelues. Then they 
appointed in thets mindes to renengs their quarrels at one 


— A ; , 
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come any theues hither fo; to tob vs, and tofpoile sur place, 
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A pleaſant Hiſtory 
time e2 other, and lo tomake amoze ſuter way in fulfilling 
Heir malicious mindes and angry hearts, cherp man after 
other went prinatelp to Frier Ruſh ftoler d the Manes, in ſo 
much that there wasnot a Friccin the 1 lace but bhehidone, 


- and thopnener went without their ſtaues badet their habite, 


aud the one tac nat that the other had anp, thep kept them ſo 
lecretly. And when Fricr Ruſun had delinered all his ſtaues, 
he u ic eight glad in his heart, koz he knew right well there 
i zuld be a great frap among them, either one time 62 other, 
So it foꝛtuned afterward, as it is acommon cuTome among 
Ucligious people at an high feaſt, to kæpe ſolemne ſernice, 
and euerp man to be at Mattens at midnight . and ſo von a 
god night, all the whole Couent aſſembled together in the 
Quier, and were ready to begin Mattens, they taried foz no⸗ 
thing but foz the comming of the Pꝛiour. Then anon the 
Pꝛiour came into the Quier, and ſate him downe in his place, 
and as he loked about him, he eſpied that the Subpꝛiour was 


there pꝛelent, and with that his heart began to grudge of the 


olde anger that was fallen b twene them two, and he thought 
in his minde that he could neuer be reuenged in a better time, 
and ſodain ly he roſs out of his place, and went to the Subpꝛi- 
our, and with his fi& he gaue him agod buffet, and the Sub- 
p2tour which was moued with the ſroke, ſtarted vnto the 
Pꝛiour and gaue him another buffet, and with that they went 
frelhly together by the eares, and when the other Friers ſaw 
that, enery manroſe out of their places, and dzew ont their 
CTruncheons, and together they went: who had bene there 
Gould haue ſ&ne god buffets giuen on both. parties. And 
when Frier Ruſh ſaw that they were fighting together, anon 
de blew out all the Candles and Lamps that were burning in 
the Church, and left no ma. ner of light therein whereby the 
one might ſe the other: and when he had lo done, he tobe his 
CTruncheon in his hand, and went into the Quter among the 
thickeſt of the Friers the wh ch wers fighting freſhlp without 


light, and there he laid ſoluGily about, that many of them bo 
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ol Frier Ruſh, 5 | 

felled to the ground, and left them lying there koz dead, and 

when he bad lo done, he ſlole his way from them, and as his | 

went, he found ſtanding in the poztall of the Quier, a great | 

olde Doſke, and anon hee toke the Deſke betwene both his . 

bands, and thꝛew it ouer the poztall into the Quier among all ' 

| the ciers, and hurt many ſoze, in ſo mach that ſomehadan | ; 
4 acme bꝛoken. and ſome alegge, and other ſome had their noſcs 

| \ cleane parcy from their faces, that the bloud ranne in their 
mouthes, and as fo2 bzoken heads to the hard ſcalpe were na 
dainty, koꝛ euery man had one, there ſcaped none free awap, | 

who had bane there, ſhould haue had a gmdly paſtime fo ſe 

the Fciers træpe about the Quier , and in ſt&de of (Domive | 

labia) they cried out alas and well awap. Then when the frag 
was done, and all the noyſe ſeaſed, Ruſhcame in among them 

with a Candeillight in his hand, and made as he had knowne 

nothing thereof, and ſaid to them: Fe foz ſhame Sirs, how 
foztuned this diſcoꝛd to fall among pour ſclues 2 J ſ well 

now you regard not pour honour, noz the god name of pour | 

place. All the people ſhall (ap pe be not honeſt, noz god religi⸗ 

dus men, the which woꝛds J would be loath to heare, and J 

may not ſuffer our place ſo to fall in an euill name : wheres 
koze god Paſters, Jrequire pou to ſet pour hearts at roſt, and 
put the matter into mp hunds, and J ſhall doe ſo much that all 
(hall be well, and pou ſhal be god friends againe, and no woꝛds 


- — — — 
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: : ſhall beſpaken thereof, then euery man complained to him of 
\ their great hurt, and hemadeſomblance as he had biene ſozis 
BE therefoze and then they thatcouldgos, went vp to their Sels, 

| NOS and they that could not goe, did ereepe vp as well as they could. 


and laid them dnwne in their beds, and there they lap till they 
were whole againe, and in the ſpace of thꝛæ wixhes and mozes | 
God was euill ſerued , foz in all that ſpace they ſung neither 
Pattinsnoz Euenſong, noz neuer entred into the Church foz 
; it was ſuſpended, and foz ſhame they vurſt *:ncr lat it be 
| knowne. And when they were all whole, a: b euery man vpon 
| his (ate againe, and might * ty 

| againe 
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A pleaſant Hiſtory 


zg aine their Caves to Frier Ru, and tharket bim much, and 
then? rice Ruſn laid vnto them: Sus Wien pe haue neede of 
them againe, ve hall nde them here ready at pour comman- 
dement, fo2 which they giue him thankes, and deparie?, 
Cliyen #iicr Riſh ſaw that they were gone, and that he had all 
his ſtaues agame, he laughed vnto hunſelfe and ſaid: Jam 
right iopfuil that mine enterpꝛiſcs be come ſo well to paſſe, 
foz I haue done many miſchieuous dieds ſince I came firft,and 
yet Iwill doe moe beto;e I depart hence, (92 I ſhall cauſe 
them to be damned, and J (hail bzing their bodies and ſoules 
into the burning fire of hell, there to remaine wozld without 
end, andel meſyall be ſpoken a thouſand y &res herealſter, 


How Friet Ruſh grymed the Waggon with Tarte, and 
what cheate he made in the Country, 


4 
Hother time it foztuned that the Pztour had a iourney 
to ride into the Country about a little buſineſſe that hee 
had there to doe, and anon he called Ruſh his ſeruant vnto him 
and ſaid, Ruſh goe thy way into the Court, and take with 


| th& a diſh full of greace , and greace well the wheles and 


Axeltrees of the Waggon , and make all things reaby againft 
to mozrow in the mozning , foz J muſt ride fozth to mozrow 
betimes , then Ruſh departed from his Maiſter, and went 
about his bufineſſe , and in i&dof greace, hee tokeagreat 
vo ſlell full ot Tarre, and ans inted the Waggon all oner with 


it, both within and without, and eſpecially in the place where. 


the Pꝛiour ſhould ſit : and when he had done, he returned to 


| bis Paiſters chamber, then the Pꝛiour demanded of Ruſh, if 
be had dens as he commandedhim: yea Sir ſaid Ruſh, ye map 


ride when pleaſepon, and fo they went to their beds. Then 
on the mozrow after, the Pziour and Ruth his ſeruant with 
bis other comuany, raſe bp bery early in the mozning foz to acs 
compiith ryetr touney, and foꝛth they went vnto their Mag ⸗ 
gen. and when ye zou was entred therein, x 
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of Frier Ruſh. 


bimlelfe all ta beraped and lmepzed, and all his clothes were 
fled there with: and then he ſaid to Ruch, thou le wd fellow, 


FD 


— 


what haſt thou done to this Maggon that Jam thus araped 
therein ? Ruſh anſwered and laid: Dir, Jhane dont nothing 
but as ysucomnianded me. That is not ſo ſaid the P. iour, 
foz J commaunded the to take greace and greaſe but the 
wihxcles and the Areltræs, and thou haſt taken Tarre and an- 
notnted it all ouer, both within and without. Why haT thon 
done ſo? Sic ſaid Ruſh, J vnderſtode vou bad me doe ſo, And 
when the Pꝛiour ſawe there was no other remedie, hee came 
manded his ſeruants to make ready another UWangon, and 
in the meane ſcaſon, the tour went into his Chamber, and 
pat on another habite, and cams age ine and mounted into 
the Nag gon and gent their wap, and ſo long the rade, that 
they came ko their igurneyes end. And when ther were 
alighted at their lodging, the Pzlour called foz his ſuppex. and 
anon cuerp thing was made rradp, and tbe god man of the 
houſe ai;d the Pꝛiour ſate downe to ſnapper together, aid made 
god chere ond then the Pꝛiour called fog wine of the best, and 
anan be had his commantement. And when de god man of tis 
poule and the Pziour had ſgpped , Ruſh aud his t.. wes late 

: downs 
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A'pleafant Hiſtory 
downe to the reuetſiens that their Maiſters had left, but the 
gad no wine: where koꝛe Ruſh was veryſad , and cuer he mi 
led by what policic he might get ſome wine. And anon he cal 
led the wife of the houſe and ſaid: M iſtreſſe. J pꝛẽp vou fill 
pottle of wine foꝛ me and my fellowes, and ſo fhce did: an 
when that was gone, they called fo2 another: and then the 
called foꝛ the third, and ſo ended their ſupper. Then on th 
mozrow when the Pꝛiour had done all his buſineſſe, and wa: 
readp to returne heme againe: he called foz areckoning. An 
anon, the god wife came in and gaue him areckonirg of al 
things, both hoꝛſe mcate and mans meatte; and at laſt, ſl; 
reckoned the pottels of wine that Ruſh and his fellowes had 
And when the Pꝛiour heard that his ſcroants had dꝛunke ſ⸗ 
much wine: Anon he began to ware very angrp, and aſtke 
her, who commanded her to fill in lo much wine; the wife an 
ſwered and ſaid: Sir, Ruſh pour ſeruant commannded met 
till it in, and he laid, that vou ſhould pay therefoze. Then anon 
the Pꝛziour called foꝛ Ruſh, and ſaid vnto him: Thou lewi 
Knane, why halt thou dzunke lo much wine 2 Might no leſl. 
then pottels ſerue ther and thy fcllowes 2 Sir, ſoid Ruſh, wi 
daue not dꝛunke ſo much, fo2 your hozſeg hath had two of thi 
pottels. Py hozſes , ſaid the Pziour : what Could they doc | 
with wine? Pes Dir, ſaid Ruſh, pourhozſes labouredſozei 
than we did, and were very weatp, and they had nothing but 
Bap and Dates: wherefoze, me thought it ne defull to giue 
them ſome god d2inke to their courſe meate to comfozt their 
hearts withall, and to cauſs them to be the luſtier, and to haue 
the better courage to bzing pou home ward. And when the 
Pꝛiour had heard that anſwere of Ruſh, and ſaw there was 
no remed bat paticace : he paid foz the wine, and all things 
| thathehad taken there, and ſo rode home in his Waggon, and 
| Frier Ruſh neuer went fozth againe with his Paſter. 
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of Frier Ruſſi. 


How the Priour made Frier Ruſh Sexton among the Friets, and 
how he charged him to giue him knowledge how many 
Friers were abſent from Mattins at midnight, 
and what they were. 


V V Hen the Pꝛtoꝛ was come home, hr made Frier Ruſh 

Sexton of the church, and his office was to ring the 
bell and to light the candles, and to cal the Friers to Mattins 
at mid: night, and alſo the Pꝛioʒ commaunded Rulſb e charged 


him, that he ſhould take god herde that there werte none ol the 


Friers avſent from attins, and if there were to gine dim 
knowledge thereof, then ſaide Ruſb to his maſter ir all your 
commaundement chalbe fulfilled, and ſo they departed. And 
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2 A pleaſant Hiſtorie 


within thꝛeer oz koure nights after, Ruſh eſpied cerfaine of the 


Friers that were abſeut, and he marked them well, and on the 
mozrow after ho pꝛeſented them to the Pzis2, and anon the 
Pʒioꝛ cauſed them to come befs:e him. and gave them a check, 
fo their beingabſent; ina little time, Ruſh had pꝛeſented them 
all which cauſed the Pꝛioz to be greatly offended with them: 
when tbep pcrceined that Ruſh had made ſuch complaints 
| againft them, they had him im mach dildaine, but they could 
not amend it: foz he had them in ſuch great feare, that neuer 
aͤlter they dur ſt be abſent , but well was her that might be fir it 
in the Quier. Ven Ruſh perteiued the Fr pers had him in ſs 
great feare, he deuiſed to doe ſome miſchieuous thing among 
them; and bpon a night, a little befoze he Could ring to Mat⸗ 
fins, he went and bꝛake downe the ſtaires of the Dozter, and 
' When he had lo dene, hee went and rung to Pattms, and 


lighted the Lamps Candles in the Church, and went into the 


| Dozter, and called vp the Fryers, and ſo came and ſate at the 
| ffaireg fte as be was wont to doe; he had itten there but a 
while, but anon there came one, who thought ne hurt but to 
| goeſobsrip into the Quier as he was wont to dee, and when he 
rame to the ſtaires downe he fell, and had a meruailous great 
 fal:then laid Ruſh, thou art one. Pꝛeſently there tame another, 
and likewiſe downe he fell and had a ſoze fall, thou art two (aid 
Ruſh. Anon came the third Frier, which had a migbtie great 
bellie, and was a groſſe man, and he made great haſt,foz he fea⸗ 
ted that he honld haue bien laſt, c when he tame to the ſtaires, 
dobune he fell on his fellowes necks, and he was ſo great and 10 
heanie, that almoſt be had miſchieued his fellowes that lap vn⸗ 
der him:thou makeſt tha& ſaid Ruſb, And with that there came 


ſcaumn 02 eight together, aud vowne they fell all at once. Þoftly | 


maſters fo; ſhame, ſaid Ruſh, ye tame to many at once, ve wert 

not Wont ta be ſo haUie, but now I percoine well pe would de- 

tteiue me, and one would excuſe the other, and therefoze pe tome 

lo tbick to blind me in my tals: ow ſtould na gine account 

lo the Pꝛiazek thein tbat be abſent {2 Surcly Itannot 3 
| no 
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of Frier Ruſh 


no J ſa well, ve be to ſubtil foʒ me, 4 Wonld ſome other man 
bao mine office, and made as thougd be had birne verieangric 
with them. Then tte Frpcrs, ſuch as could gee, thovgh it 
were to their paines, roſc vp againe, and limping and halting 
thep went intothe Quier , and they that fell firit and lay vn- 
der, tre ſoze hurt and could not goe, and ſpectally the Frier 
with the great belly: pet neuertheleſfe, they crept into the 
Quter, as wellas thep could. And when they were all aſſem⸗ 
bled together in the Qnier, tach of them complained to other of 
their great hurts, and lo they began Pattinst who had bene 
there, ſhould haue heard a heauie ſong and a ſad, fe thep were 
not merris in their bearts, their paines w:reſogreat. When 
Saftins was done, they that tould goe, went vp againe into 
their lorgings, and they that could not goe, lay ſtill in the 
Quiet all night: On the mozrow, woꝛd was bꝛought to the 
Pꝛioꝛ of the great miſfo2tune that was failen among the Fri- 
ers at midnight: foz the which milfoztune the 1510; was 
greatly diſpleaſed and angry in his minde, e thought verily it 
was Ruſhes dede,foz hee haddone diuers. tuill tarnes befeze. 
Chen the Pꝛioz ſent fo; Ruſh to come ſpeake with him , and 
when hs was come, Prioz ſaid vnto Ruſh , how fell this mil⸗ 
foztuns tonight among the Friers, that they be ſo-ſoz8 hurt: 
Sir ſaid Ruſh, A ſhall fhew pou, it is not vnknowne vnto you, 
that when pou put me firſt into this office, pe commaunded me 
fogins pou knowledge when anp of mp bzethzen were abſcnt 
from Pattins, and ſo haue J done divers times, whereby 
many of them haue bene hent and chidden by peu, and foz 
that cauſe, they owe me enill will, and fains would haue mo 
out af this office, if they wilt how. Andfoz to accompliſh their 
defire, and tocauſe pou to bediſpleaſed with mie: J ſhallſhew 
you what they haue done this night. it it is ſo, that when 


the time was come, Jrung to Pattins and ligbted candles, 


and made all things readie , and when J had ſo done I went 

inte the Dozter ta tuerp mans Sell and called them up}hen 

A went and tobe at the lane foot, for to tell them as they 
came 
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A pleaſant Hiſtorie 


tame downe, as J was accuſtomed to doe, and fo knowe who 


tame to Hattins, and who did not, and foz ſpit? that J ould 
not reckon them, theytame all on a tluſter, and foꝛ haſt the one 


_ — — — 


thzuſt the other dowue the ſtaires, and he that had the greateſt 
belly, bad the hardeit fall; now if they hurt themlelues, what 


might J doe with all? And when the P2toz had heard the 
woꝛ ds of Ruſh, he wiſt not what to ſap, but fo2 to vopde all 
tribulations and miſfoꝛtunes that might fall in time to come, 
he put Ruſh out of his offite, and ſet him in the Kitchin againe⸗ 
and wheahe was there all alone, he laughed to himſelfe and 
| ſaid: this eaterpʒiſe is well bzought to palſe, and J haue made 


à ged ſcuſe thereof to the Pꝛioz, pet will J doe moze ere J de⸗ 


part out of this place. 


How R. b went forth a ſporting, and was late forth, and how 


in his way comming home, he found a Cowe, which Cowe 
he deuided into two patts, the one balfe bet rooke on his 
necke and caried it with him, and the other halfe he left till ; 
and how ſooac he had made it ready for the Friers ſuppers, 


| 1* befell vpon a time that Ruſh when all his bufinefle was 


done in the itchin, he would goe foꝛth into the Countrey to 
ſpozt , him and ts paſſe the time with god company : as hes 


walked on his way, his channce was to come into a village, 
which was two oz the mile from the place where hee did 
. dwell, and when hee was entred into the village, hee loked 


round about him in euery cozner to finde out ſome company to 


| makemerrie withall: and at the laſt, eſpicdan Alehonſe, and 


in he entred, and there bee formd god fellowes plaping at 


| Cardes, and dzinking, and mace cheare : then Ruſh made 
| | obepſance to them, and ſate downe among them, and dzanks 
| **tth the viapers, and afterward he fell to play , and was as 
n: 4+ 4" 3%anjn the company: and ſo long he played and 


* Ueane her had fo2gotten What he bad to 
7 abap, and the night ap- 
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of Frier Ruſh. 


pꝛoached. Anon Ruſh loked bp and perteiued that it was al⸗ 
moſt night, remeinbꝛed himſelſe that there was nothing rea; 
die at home fo2 the Pztozs ſupper and Couent, and it was al- 
molt ſupper time, wherefoꝛe he thought it was time to depart 
thence,ſe he payed foꝛ his dꝛinke and toke his leaue, and homs- 
ward he went, and in his wap he found a fat Cowe graſing in 


the field, and ſodainly he deuided her intotwo parts, and the 
ons halte he left lying there till, and the other halfe he toke on 
bis necke and carried it home, and quickly hee made it readp; 
ſome he put in the pot, and ſome bpon the ſpit, and he made a 
great fire and ſet on the pot, and lavd to the ſpit: and he mads 
meruailous god pottage, and roſted the meate bery well, and 
he made ſuch ſpede , that euery thing was ready by the houre 
accuſtomed to gos to ſupper , whereof the Pio; and all ths 
Friers had great mernaile, that he had made euerp thing rea- 
die ſo ſono, and was ſo well done: foz they knew that iti was 
late exe he tame home: foʒ ſome of the Friers dad beene in the 
Bitchin alittle befoze, and ſaw neither Coke noz fire, 
(03 any thing p2epared toward ſupper: wherefozs 
they gane great pꝛaiſe to Ruſh, and 


ſatd hd was very guicks 
tohis office 
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A pleaſant Hiftorie 


| Howa Farmer of the Priers ſought his Cowe, and how he was 
dcfolated by the way home ward, and was faine to lye in 
ahellow Tree: and of the viſion 
that he had. 


122 was a poꝛe Huſbandman, dwelling there beſide, 
which was a Farmer ofthe Pꝛioꝛs: the which poze man 
had a Cowe abꝛoad in the ſtelds, that was accuſtomedeucry 
night to come home at a tertaine houre, and nener failed. And 
at thelaC a miſchaunce fell bats ver, foꝛ Frier Ruſh had flaine 
| ber as tht lode in the field, and ſa thee failed of her comming 
| bemeatherhoure as ſhee was wont to doc. And when the 
pot man lawe that his Cowe came not home: he thought in 
dis minde it was not well with her, ſo foꝛth he went in an eue⸗ 


— „ ning foz to ſceke his Cowe, 
— ARNE gfoz h 
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NS and ſo long hee trauailed 
A ** 


about in the fields, that at 
7 the laſt hee found the one 

halte of his Cowe lying 
there: but the ather halfs 


ned in his minde , that if 


wilde beafts had done it, 
they would baue ſpoylep 


bomeward againe, and erg 


| | tho night was ſo darke that 
he could not ſ& which way 
— be went, ayd ſo hes went 

V3 eee nt 


was cleane gone, and ſhes 
was ſo cleanly deuided in 
two parts, that hee imagt- 


was not poſſible to be dene 
vp mans bands, fo2if aux 


the fleſh : ſo des returned |- 


| 
| 
| 


bes camo at the halfe wap, 
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Wy Frier Ruſh. 

out of his way, and houſe could be ſinde none: and at the lat 
be came to an hollo\p Tree wherein he ſate him downs, think - 
ing there to take his reſt all night, and he had not fitten tiers 
but a while: but anen there alfem bled acompeny of Deuils, 
and among them they had a great pꝛincipall Maiſter whole 
name was Lucifer, and hee was the firſt that ſpake : and the 
firſt that was called, was a Deuill named Belzabub, and with 
a loud vopee, he ſaid bnto him: Belzabub what haſt thou don 
ſoꝛ v3? Belzabub anſwcred 8nd ſaid: Sir J haue cauſed de⸗ 
bate and ſtrife to fall betwene bzother and bzother, inſomuch 
the one hath flaine the other :that is well done ſaid the maiſter 
Deuill, thon ſhalt be well rewarded foz thy labour. Then 
toꝛth he called another Deuill, named Incubus, and demaun⸗ 
ded ol him what he had done Sir ſald Incubus, J haue cauſed 
great debate and ſtrife, to fall bettræne two Lozds, thzough 
the which they haue had great warres, and many men haue 
bene llaine: then ſaid the maſter Deuill, thou art a true ſer⸗ 
uant to vs, thou ſhalt be well rewarded koz thp great labour 
and paine. Then ſaid the great maiſfer vnto another Deuill, 
named Norpell, what haſt thou done fo2 vs: Sir ſaid Norpell, 
J haue bene among plapers at the Dice and Cardes, and A 
bane cauſed them to ſweare many great oat hes, and the one to 
flea the other: and alſo J haue cauſcd debate and ftrife to fall 
betwerne man and wife, and cauſed the wife to cut her hul- 
bands thzoat : that was well done ſaid the Paſler, thouſhalt 
be well rewarded foz thy labour. Then f&2th came another 
Denillnamed Downeſncſt, andſaid: Sir J haue cauſed tws 
olde women fo fight ſo ſoze together, and to beat each other 
about the head, that their epes flew out: that was well done 
ſaid the maſter Deuill, with much thanke thou (halt be well 
rewarded foz thy labour. Then fe2th ſtepped Frier Ruſh 
freſhly, and with a god courage, and ſaid: Sir, Jamina Re- 
ligiens place and J gouerne the Pzioz and his Conentas J 
will my lelfe, and they baus me in greatloue and fauour!: foz 


A doe them/many graat pleaſures, and I have bzought = 
aire 
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faire wenches euerp man one when thcp luſt, and diners times 

A haue tauſed debate and ſtrife to fall among them, and J haue 

made them ſtaues and cauſed them to fight ſtidp together, 

und bo bzcake tech others head, and thcir armes and icoges, 

and pet will J doe moze among them cre J depart ou! ofthe 

; place, foz J ſhall make ſo great debate and ſtrife among them, 

that the one (hail Lea the other, then they ſwall come and dwell 

with vs in Hell, and burne in perpetuall fire without end. 
Then (aid the maiſter Deuill to Ruſh: if thou haue dong as 
thou haſt laid, thou haſt done weill thy part, and J pꝛap thee 
de diligent thp ſeife about thy buſineſle, and ſtirre them to fin, 
0 and ſpecially to theſe thꝛe, that is to ſav, wꝛath, Oluttonp, and 
Xtchety, and bziefcly to mabe an end ot thy enterpꝛiſe, and 
| | ſlip it not: and when thou haſt done, come home, and thou ſhall 
3 be highly exalted and well rewarded foz (hp great labour and 
5 | paine. Then Ruſh had folde his tale: the great maiſter De⸗ 
ntl! temmanded exery Deuill to goe his Wap and doe the beſt 
be could, and thus they departed: ſomg went one wap and 
ſome ansther : and thus they were ſcattered abzosd in the 
wozld, to finifh and make an end of egeir enterp2iles that they 
had faken in hand. And when ths poze huſbandman which | 


: = ſate in the Tree, (awe that all the Dvuils were departed and 
. gone: he reioyced in his heart and was right glad thereof, fog 
+ | as long as they were there, hee was euer in great feare and 


dzead, and hee was afraid that they ſhould haue ſene him 
there, and euer he pꝛaped vnto almighty God to be bis guard, 
and ſaue him from that fonle and tuill fanonred company ok 
Deuils, and to lend him the light of the day that be werte gone 
out of that place, foz hee was weary that hee aboade thereſs 
long, and offentimes helokedvp, to ſe it hee could perteius 
; any light of the day whereby he might ſe to depart thente, foz | 
till then he durſt not once ſtirre out of that place, fo2 he fearen 
that they had bene there ſtill, When within a while after, 
tbe day began toappeare, and when hes perceiued that: anon | 
. he Carted vp andloked round abqnt himabzoavde ini the fields, 
and 
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and when hs perteiued that thors was no body firing he 
thanked almighty God, that he was ſs p;zeſerued ont of that 
great ieopardy, and ſo departed. 


How the Farmer which lay in the Tree, came vnto the Priout 
on the morowe after, and tolde him the wordes that | 
hee had heard, and the words of Frier %%, | 
and that hee was a very 
Dcuill, 


x * ſone as the day began to apeace:the paze Farmer a- 
roſe aut ot the Tre , and toke his wap ſtreight to the 
Pꝛiour, and he would neuer coſt till he had ſpoken with him; 
and when he was tome to his ſpeech, anon he ſaide : Sir, this 
night hath foz tuned to me a great aduenture: haw ſs ſaide the 
Pꝛiour e fir, yeſternight late in the euening, J walked fozth 
in the feldes to ſ&ke a Cowe which J haue milled this foure 
02 flue daves, and ſo long J wandered abzond, till at the lac 
I foundethe onchalfs of mp Cows , but the other halfe was 
one; and as J woulds haut returned home againe, J was | 
enighted, ſoſoze that I leſt mp wape: then J wiſt not whe- | 
ther to goe, but ſpying a hollowe Tree, A ſate me downe,thin- | 
king there to take my reſt till the day appered againe: and Y 
had not ſitfen there but a while, but inſtantip there was 
aſſembled a great company of Deuills which made a mar nat⸗ 
lous greatnoiſe, whereof J was ſoze afrayd. They had ae 
mong them a great maſter named Lucifer. who called all the 
reſt to make a reckoning of all their ſeruice they had done, 
fince they departed ont of Bell: there Jheard many maruet- 
tous tales. At the laft,fozthcame Frier Ruſh , then ſaide the 
great maſter Lucifer vnto him, Ruſh, what haft thon dong 
fncs thon departed out of Pell and he anſwered,that he had 
ruled pou , and all pour Conent , and cauſed you, to chide and 
&ght, and wers neuer in vnitie and peace among pour felnes: 
and he ſaid he þad canſed =— line viciouſly , and pot he = 
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hie would doe moꝛe cre he departed out of this plate, fog 

be will cauſe pon to kill each other,and then pon ſhould be dam 
ned in Ycll, both vodic and ſonle. And ſo enerte Deuill depar. 
ted and went about their buſtnes. Mherefoꝛe take ho&ede,fo2 he 
is a verie Deuill And when the P2iour had heard the woꝛdes 
of the Farmer, he thanked him fo2 his laboz and ſo they depar⸗ 
ted, the Farmer went beme to his houſe, but the Pꝛisur was 
marueilouſiy abaſhed at the woꝛds of the Farmer, and went 
into his chamber and was much gricued in his harte that he 
had ſo leudlp miſoꝛdered himlelke againſt his Lezd God, and 
with great contrition he kne&led doldne vpon his kues, and 
aſked almighty God mercie, and koꝛgiuenes fo: the great and 
greuous offences that he had committed and done againſt 
him, and that he had ſo vildly miluſed the ozder of his Religi- 
on. And when he had thus done, he departed out of his cham- 
ber and went into the Cloiſter, and cauſed all his bꝛetheren to 
tome together, and when they were all afſembled. the Pziour 
told them enerie woꝛde as the huſbandman had told him, and 
that Ruſh was a verie Deuill, and no earthly creature z;at the 
which they were ſoꝛe aTomihed, and were right (azrvin their 
hartes, that thep had followed dim ſo wuch in bis minde, and 
done after his counlaue , and were heaup in their heartes 
fo; their great and abhaminable ſinnes that ther had commit- 
ted and done,4 With areat contrition thep kneled downe bpon 
their knees, and defi:co alnighty God, fo2 grace and pardon. 
Then the Pꝛiour cauſed every man to fall to contemplation 
and pꝛaier. Then foꝛth they went and did the PNvours com- 
maundement, and bztefcly made them ready, and went to 


'2 


pzaper all at once. And when they were tome tothe middeſt or 


their ſeruice, the ꝛiour departed out of the Church and went 
to the Ritchin, wherin he found Ruſh who was there verie 
buſy : then the pztonr commannded him to ftand ſtil! , and by 
vertne ofalmightie God andof all theeompanie of Yeanen , 
de comnred Ruſh into the ikenes of a Yozſe, and commaun- 


ded him to gor and ſtand at the gate in the ſame place that he 
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ſtod in when he came thether firlt , and fo fand there till ſer. 
uice was dont: ſo fozth went Ruſh in the likenes of a Vozſe, 
and ſtod at the gate as the Pziour had commaunded him. 


And when lernice was done, the Pꝛiour and his bzethzen went 
to the gate to ſe what caſe Ruſh was in:and whenthey were 
come thether thep found him ſtanding in the likenes of a Poz(s. 
Then they demaunded him to what cntent he came into their 
place, and whp he taried there ſo long-©p3s ſaid Ruſh:'J came 
bither to cauſe vou to do all miſchife as is afozeſaid, and pet J 
would haue done moze ert J had gone hence: fo J would haut 
tauſed you to flape other, and to be damned both bodie and 
loulo. And when they had heard the wozds ol Ruſh,enery man 
held vp his hands and thanked almighty God, that they had ſa 
well eſcaped that great miſfoztune. Then Ruth deſired the 
Pꝛiour licente to depart thence , and pzomiſed that he would 
neuer moze come there, noꝛ dec any man moꝛe hurt: vpon that 
condition the Pꝛiour gaus him leaue to depart. Thus Ruſh 


departed from the place, and the Friers went to their Clop- 
D 2 ter, 


—— — — 
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ter, and liued there folifarie and chaſt ener after, nnd ſerned al- 
mightie God better than euor thep did befoze. 


'The Lamentation that Ruſh made when hee Was 
departed out of the houſe of 
Religion. 


% — 


| 


V Den Ruſh was baniſhed out of the houſe of Religion, 


— 


— 


and was turned into the ſame likencſſe that he was, 


then he wandzed abꝛoad in the wozlde with an heaule heart, 


e theſe woꝛds he (aid: Alas, alas, what hall J doe, I wotenot | 


now whether to goe, fo2 all my ſcuen peres labour is loſt. And 
as he wandꝛedabout, by fozturic he met with his maſter Luci. 


fer, but he would not haue ſenchim by his will: neuertheles 


his maiſter eſpied him quickly, aud ſaid to him Ruſh what ty- 


dings with thee 2 Sir ſaid Ruſh, J haue loſt all mp labour that 


F haue gone about this vii.ycarcs . How ſo, ſaide his Baiſtere 
Sir, A ſhall ſhew pou ſaid Ruſh, The laſt tune that we wers 
allembled together, there was a poꝛe man lap in an old tree 


dard bcſide vs e he heard all that we laid: and when we were 


departed, he aroſe and went vaio thc Pꝛiour and che wed him 
all that we ſaide and ſpecially the woꝛdes that J had ſpoken, 


and ſo all my labour is loſt , # am baniſhed that place. Well, 


laid the maſter Diuell to Ruſh , thou ſhalt goe ſome other way 


abꝛode, and loke if thou canſt finde any thing to doe: Then | 
\, Ruſh walked about in the conntrp , Elong it was ere he could 


| 


get anpſernice: Atlaſt he foꝛtuned to come vnto a huſbands | 
mans houſe which lacked a ſtruant, where he was entertai⸗ 
ned, but ſoꝛe againſt the wifes conſent. Foz this hulbandmans 


wife was a very faire woman, and ſhe loued well the pariſh | 


Pꝛieſt, and heloued her againe, in ſo much that often times 
thev made god cha re and bantze tted together, and ſo continued 
and kept company together along time. Their meeting was 


, {9 p2inic and ſoſecrets,that it was never knowen and they |: 


| 


(ure enough of the god man, foz be was accuſtomed cuerie 


mozinimng | 


1 
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moꝛning to riſe early and to goe farre inte the feld, and be» | 
cauſe his wife would pꝛeuent bis comming home to dinner, 
ſhc would alwates gine him his victailes ina bagg with him, 
and a bottell full of dzinke , to the intent he ſhoulo tarie in ths 
feldes from mozning to night: che would not ſuffer him to 
kepe aſeruant oz to haue auy manner of helpe : foꝛ ſhe was a- 
fraide that if they ſhould haue a ſeruant, ger ſecretes ſbonld be 
knowen, and the godman alſofcared that if he ould take a 
ſeruant , that he would haue but little luſt fo tarrie there: fo3 
the Deuill himſclfe could not endure the chiding and b2awling 
of that woman: by which meanes ſhe kept her husband witd⸗ 
out a ſeruant a long time: Foz ſhe knew well, that as long as 
her husband was in the fald, the P2teſt and che might haus 
theirmeting, but at length ſha was decctucd, 


How Ruſh came to a Husbandman ( labouring in the 
Field) and dehred to bee entertaind into 
| his ſeruice. 
Vſh trauailing vp and down, came to a Tuſbanydman who 
mas labouring in the field, being all alone, and ſpake theſs 
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woꝛdes vnto him: Neſt pou merie ur, me thinks pon take great 


TJ 


man heard her ſo highly diſplealed, he ſaid , dame, I pzap th 


paines to wozke ſo ſoze pour ſelte: willit pledſe you to enter- 
taine a ſeruant? J am a poꝛs pong man e am out offernice, 
and J am very willing to ſerue peu if you pleaſe : and 3 truſt 
to doe pou ſuch leruice, as ſhall be to pour god content: 
The hulbandman anſwered him, and ſaide; poung man, J 
would gladly giue pou entertainement, but my wife will ne- 
uer be pleaſed with any ſernant that ſhallcome into mp houſe: 
Sir (aid Raſh let me alone, fo2 J (halt (a woike the matter, 
that my dame ſhall be well pleaſed with me: well ſaid the huſ- 
bandman , farry with me fill J hane done my buſines , and 
thou halt goe home with me: when he had finiſhed his dapes 
wozke , Ruſh went home with him, they were no ſoner come 
into the houle, but the wile eſpping Ruſh , che began toglome 
and toloke mernailous angerly at him: which the god man 
perceiuing, heſaive vnto her, dame, J pꝛap the to be con- 
tented, thou knoweſt well tnangh that J haue moe labour to 
doe, then X am able to make an end of alone, and thcrefozs 1 
haue hyꝛed this poung man to help me: when his wife heard 


4 
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thoſe wozdes, ſhe was moze angry then bcfoze, and began to 
| | bzanleand ſcolds as if the Denill had bene in her, and ſatd vn 
to bim: what a vengance nedeſt thou to take aſernant? thon 


art able inough thy ſelfe to doe all the bufines that we haue 
to doe. and why ſhould we take mozecharge vponvs then we 
are able to beare:? but J now perteiue thou art giuen to lazi⸗ 
nes, and haſt little minde to wozk thy ſelfe: when the god 


bs contented,the young man is honeſt and he hath pꝛomiſed 
me to be a god ſexuant: pet foʒ all theſe ſpeches,ſhe would not 
be pacifyed, but bzawled till: when Riſh perceined her great 
impaciencie, de ſaid vnto her: dame A pꝛay pou be contented, 
| and be not angry with me, foz you ſhall haue no cauſe, mw 


Faſter hath hyꝛed me but foza while, vpon a trpall, and A 


| truſt, in that time, ſo to behaue my ſelfe, as to giue pon both 
| confent : and when mp time commeth out, if you like my 


Deruice 
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Seruice pon ſhall haue it befoze any other whatſoerer : 
if not, J Wil be very ell content to depart. When tre 
wile heard Roſh ſpeake ſo reſonablp, ſhe patifred her ſelfe, 
and ſaidno moze: which cauſed the god man tobe very glad, 
and ſo ſhe ſet them ta ſupper, and as they ſate at meate, Ruſh 
demande d ofhts Maſter what de would vor the next day bis 
Maſter anſwered, thou muſt riſc early and goe to the field, 
and make an end ok that which J was about this dap; (which 
was a arcat dayes wozke)ſo when they had ſupt they went te 
bed. Carly in the moꝛning Ruſh aroſs and went to the field. 
and w2ought ſo luſtilp, that hc had done his wozke betimes : 
fo2 when his Maſter came to bzing him his Breatfall, all his 
wozke was fined, whereat bis Pater had great maruatle ; 
then thep late downe to bzeakfaſt , which being ended thep 
went home, and did ſuch thunges as were there to be dons: 
when bis Dame ſawe that he had ſo ſ@ne ended his buſinss, 
ſhe thought that he was a pꝛofitable ſeruant,and ſaid litle but 
let him alone. In the Euening Ruſh demaunded of his Pa- 
iter what he ſhenld doe the nert mozrow : his Paſter ap - 
pointed him twite ſo much as be did the dap be*oze, which 
Ruſh reſuſed not, but got vp earely in the moꝛning, and went 
to the Field, and about his wozke ; ſo ſone as his Maſter 
was ready, be twke his mans bzcakfaſt and came to the ficld, 
thinking to helpe Ruſh : (but he was no ſoner come from his 
houſe, but the Pꝛieſt came to ſ& his wite, and pzeſently (h& 
made ready ſome god meate foz them to be merry withall, 
and while it was a dzeſling, they (ate ſpozting together, who 
had bene there ſhould haue ſene manploning touches.) And 
when the goodman cams to the Field, he found that Ruſh had 
done all that which he appointed, whereof he had great mar- 

uaile: then they ſate downe to bꝛeakfaſt, and as they ſate to- 
gether, Ruſh beheld his Malters ſhoone, and perteiued that 
fa2 fault of greaſing they were very hard: Then ſaid Ruſh 
to his Matter , why are not pour (hoces better greaſed, J 


maruaile that peu ca goe in them, they be ſo hard: * 
2⁰ 
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vou no moze at dome: Yes, ſaid his Paſfer, I haue another 
papze lying vnder a great Cheſt at home in my chamher: 
Then ſaid Ruſh, J will gee home and greaſe them that you 
map put them on ts mozrow ; and ſo he walked homeward 
merrily and ſung by the wap, And when he app2oached 
neare the houſe, he ſang out verploude : with that his Dame 
looked out at the window, and perceiued that it was her ſer⸗ 
nant, Ahe ſaid vnto the Pꝛieſt: alas, what Gall we doe 2 


our ſernant is come home, and my Bus band will not be long 


after, and with that ſhe thzuſt the meate info the Duen, and 
all that wag vpon the Table. Uhere ſhall Jhpde me ſaid 
thePzieſt? Goe into the chamber and crepe vnver the great 
Cheſt among the elde ſhoone, and J ſhall coucr pou, and ſo he 


did: And when Ruſh was come into the hsuſe, his Dame 


I. 
f 
* 1 | 
— * n 
2 
\ 2222 , 
2227 ＋ <> 7 7 ,. 
FLAY” 77 2 
— 
2 
aw | 
of * 
— — 


— 
4 
2 


— — — — — — — — — — 


— — — ͥ — — — 


as 


of Frier Rufh. 


asked him, toy be came home ſo ſoone ? Ruſh anfwered and 
ſaid: A haue done all my buũnes, and my Paſter commaun⸗ 
ded me to come home and greaſe his ſhoone. Then he went 


into the Chamber and looked vnder the Cheſt, and there hes 


found the Pꝛieſt/ and he toke him by the herles and dzew him 
out, and ſaid, thou whozeſon Pꝛieſt, what doſt thou here 
With that, the Pꝛieſt held vp his hands and cryed him mer- 
cy, and dellred him to ſane his honeſtp, and ha would gener 
moe come there: And ſo Ruſh let him goe foz that once. 


How Auf came home to make cleane the Stable, and how 
hee found che Prieſt vnder the Maunger 
coueted with Straw, 


VV Ithin a while after this foꝛeſaid Pꝛieſt began to way 
warme, and thought once again? to aducentknre him- 
ſelfe and goe to the Husbandmans houſe : UWhen he percei- 
ued that the Ge dman andRuſh his Heruant was in the field 
glabouring, he went with all ſped fo the houſe, and when 
be was entered, the Mike ſaid he was welcome, and made 
ready ag@d diſhof meate and ſet it on the Table befoze tbe 
Pꝛteſt, then ſher dꝛe w dzinke and ſate downe beſide him: who 
had bene there ſhould haue ſtene many wanton fopes between 
them two, and they had not ũtten there long, but anon Ruſh 
came ſinging home ward, and when ſhe eſpyed hun, ſhe was as 
baſhed and wiſt not what to doe but thzuſt the meate into the 
Ouen as ſhe did befoze, Then ſaid the Pꝛicſt whore (hall 
hyde me 2 come with me, ſaid the wife into the Stable, and 
crepe bnder the Paunger, and I ſhall coner pou with ſtraw, 
andtary there till he be gone againe, and then ſhe turned a- 
gains into the houſe where ſhe found Ruſh her @eruant, and 
anon che demaunded of him why he came home ſo ſone # 
Ruſh anſwered, that he had done all his baſes, and he was 
come to make cleane the Stable, and when the Wite heard 


that, cher was ſozrp in her — ſhe doubted that he w — 
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finde the Pꝛieſt againe. Then fozth went Nuſh info the fla 
ble and tooke a great Fozkeinhis hand and began to ſhake vp 
the Straw: and when he came to the heape that ths Pzieft 
lay in, the which femed to him very great, pet neuertheleſſs 


— 


2 


with his fozke he took? all vp at once and bare it out of the 
dooze, and laide it on a great heape of mucke that lay there, 
and with his foꝛke he thaked the ſtraw abzoad, and when bee 


had chaten out a little, anon he was aware of the Pz1cfts 


Sowne then her ſaid, what a Deuill art thou: and withhis 
fozke he turned the heape, and then hee percc iued that the 
Þ21eft was come againe : then with his fozke he gaue him 
th:& oʒ fonre good dʒy ſtripes and ſaid, whozeſon Pꝛieſt, what 
doſt thou here: thou pꝛomiſed me the laſt dav neuer mu2e to 
come hee re, and now Ale thou art a falſe Pzicſt, but now A 
ſhall make an end af the, and then ſhalt thou neuer deceine me 


moze. And when the Pꝛieſt heard him ſay ſo, he feil vpon his 
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nes in the field, and my r bath ſent me home to waſh 
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of Frier Ruſh; 


kne#s and held bp his hands, and pzayed Ruſh to ſaue bis bo- 
no2 once againe and he would neuer come there moze, and it 
he did then to dos with him what he would. 

Thus Ruſh let the Pʒieſt gos the ſecond time. 


How Ruſh came home and found the Prieſt in the Cheeſe- 
basket, and how hee trayled him about 
the Tone. 

Pen Within a Foztnight oz ther weekes after, the Pꝛieſt 

thought he was long abſent from the Pusbandmans 
wife. And though it ſbould coſt him his life, pet would he got 
thither once againe: And on a dap he perceining the godman 
was gone to the Field, he toke his way vnto the honſe, and 
was (o baſtp, that aſſone as he was entred into the houſe, hex 
caught the wife and would haue imbzaced her, but ſh& quick⸗ 
ly got from him againe, and went and pꝛepared god chears 
fo2 him, as ſhe was wont to doe: fog they thought themſelues 
ſare enough foz the time, but pet they were dect iued: Foz 
when the godman was come to the Field, Ruſh had done all 
his buſines, then thep ſate downe and bzake their laſt with 
Bꝛead and Cheeſs: and as they ſate eating, Ruſh ſpyed a hayʒe 
in the Cherſe, and then he ſaid to his Paſter, trow mp Dame 
would poyſon vs, oz elſe ſhe waſhethnot the Basket that the 
Cheeſelpcth in, beholdit is all full of haires, J will goe home 
and walh the basket and make itcleane : ſo leauing his Pa- 
ſter in the field and walking homeward, he ſung merrily all 
the way. And when he appꝛoached neare the houſe, the Wife 
knew his vopce and perceiued that he was comming» Then 


wꝛing ing her hands lhe ſaid vato the Pꝛieſt, goe hyde pon, o; 


elſe pon be but dead. Where ſhall I hyde me ſaidthe Pzieft : 


Goe vp into the chamber and leape into the Basket that han- 


geth out at the window, and J ſhall call you when he is gons 
againe. Then anon in came Ruſh, and ſhe asked him why he 
came home ſo lone : then ſaid Kuſh, J haue done all my buſt» 
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pour Cheſe bas het, fo) it is full of haites, and ſo he went into 
| the Chamber, and with his knife he cut the vpe that che bal- 
' kit hung bp, and downe fell ÞÞ3ieft and all into a great pole of 
| water that was vnder the window : then went he into the ſta- 
ble foza Yogſe and rode into the pole, and toke the rope that 
| hung at the bas ket, + tying it to the hozſeg taple, rode thꝛough 
the poole th2ee 03 4. times. Then he rode thzough the Towne 
| tocauſe the people to wonder at him, and ſo came home a- 
| gatne. And all this whils he made as thongh de had knowne 
nothing, but looking behinde him,eſpyed the Pꝛieſt. Then he 
; lighted dawne, and ſaid vnto him: Thou walt nener mo2s 
eſcape me, thy life is loſt. With that, the Pꝛieſt held vp his 
| hands and ſaid, hire is ahund2ed peeces of Gold, take them 
und let me goe. s Ruſh teoke the golde and let the Pꝛieſt goe. 
And when his Paſter came home, he gaue him the halfe or his 
| mouey,and bad him farwell, foz he would gos ſ@ kn,” 
Ow 
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How Rab becarre Seruant to a Gentleman, and how the 
Deuill was Coniured out of the body of the 
Gentlemans Daughter, 


V V Pen Ruſh was departed from the Hus bandman, he 


went abꝛoad in the Tountrey, to lobte if he could find 


un p moꝛe aduentures: and ſo long he trauaileo about, that at 
laſt he eſpped a great Gentlemans place, vnto the which he 
take his wap. And when he was come thither,as chance was, 
he found the gentleman walking vp and down befoꝛe his gate. 
And when Ruſh was appꝛoached neare vnto him, he put off his 
bonet and ſaluted him ſaping: Meſt pou merry god gentle- 
man: UWelcome ſaidhe: Sir, ſaid Ruſh, Jam a pwze poung 
man and ain out ofſeruice, and faine would { bane a god Pe- 
ſter. What Countryman art thou ſaid the gentleman z frem 
whencecommett thou: Sir,faid Ruſh, 4 was bo2nc farre hence 
and many ample haue IJ gone to ſake a god ſgruice, but none 
can J find. What tanſt thou doe laid the gentleinan, and what 
is thy name: Sir ſaidRuſh, J can doe any manner of thing 
that (hall pleaſe pon to ſet me vnto, t Ruſh is my name. Then 
ſaid the gentleman vnto him : Ruſh tarry hare with me, and J 
will retaine the ints inp ſeruice. When Ruſh heard the gen- 
tleman ſpeake ſo, he thanked him much and tarryed there. 
Then as the Gentleman and Ruſh went talking together, the 
gentleman ſaid vnto him: Ruſh thou haſt trauailed farre and 
gone thzongh many ſtrange Countries: canſt thou ſhew me 
where to finde anp man, can Coniure a ſpirit out of a womans 
body? Sir, ſaid Ruſh, why aske you me that gneſtion 2 I ſhall 
bew ther, ſaid the gentleman, J haue a Daughter which is a 
faire poung woman, but ſhe is ſoze troubled in her minde, and 
as J ſuppoſe ſhe hath ſome Diuell within her body. Sir, ſaid 
Ruſh, J pꝛap poulet me ſ her, and J truſt ſpedily to finde r8- 
medy foz her. Then the gentleman bzought Ruſh intothe place 
and ſhewed him his Daughter. And when he ſaw her he knew 
what ſhe had within ber body: Anon he ſaid vnto the gentle- 
man, ſir tbere is remevy enough foz this. Well ſaid the gen- 
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A pleaſant Hiſtoric 
tleman, ifthon canſt finde me any that can helpe her thereof, J 
will reward him well foz his labour, and the alſo. Dir, I will 
ſhew pon what is to be done, there is a place of Religion a foz- 
ty oz fifty miles hence, wherein J was a ſeruant a long time, 
and the Pꝛiour is a cunning man in that ſcience ! and J doubt 
not, but if he were here enen nov» ſhe (ould be holpen within 
this houre, When the gentleman eard the wozds of Ruſh, he 
reiopted in his heart and was full glad of that god tpdings. 
And on the mozrow after the gentleman ſcnthis ſernant with 
his letters brito that houſe of Religion,defiring the Pziour to 
come and ſpeake with him. When the Pꝛiour had read the 
gentlemans lettecs, and knew foꝛ what cauſe he was ſent for, 
he made him ready to ride with the meſſenger. Then fo2th they 
rode, and the nert dap they arcined at the Gentlemans place. 
hen the gentleman vnderſtod that the jI210ur was come, 
he was glad and went to the gate, and with great reverence he 


the gentieman commanded his ſernant fo fill a cup of Mine, 
that the Pꝛiour and he might d ikke together. And when they 
had d2unke and refreſhed themſetues well, thep walked forth 
into a faire Garden, and then they commoned together of ma- 
ny things, and when thep had finiſhed all their communicatis 
ons, the Gentleman ſaid vato the Pꝛiour: Sir, the cauſe that 
vou be come hither is this. It is ſo, that J haue a young Gen- 
tlewoman to my daughter which is grieuouſlp vext d and trou- 
bled in her minde, and as J ſuppoſe ſhe hath lome wicked Spi- 
rit in her body, and ſir, it was ſhewed me by a ſeruant of mine 
| which was long ſeruant in your plate, that pou covld helpe her. 
Sir ſaid the Pnour what is his name? The gentleman ſaid 
| his name is Ruſh. And when the Pꝛiour heard his name her 
knew dim well enough, and laid vnto the gentleman, fir,cauſe 
the gentle woman to come befoze me and A truſt in almighty 
| God, ſhoztly to finde a remedy foz her, and when the gentle- 
man heard the Pꝛiour ſpeake ſo , he was glad in his heart, and 
commanded iu all haſt to bzing fozth his Daughter befoze the 
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reteiued the Pꝛiour, and baought him into his place. Then 
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P2{our : and when che was come into bis pzefence, he com- 
manded her to kne&le downe vpon her knees, and allo he com- 

manded her Father and her Mother, and all the company tha? 

were there p2eſent, in likewile to knele vpon their hne s, and 
pꝛay vnto almighty God foz the poung Gintlewoman. And 
then behimſcife ſaid certaine p2avers oucr her: then helilted 
bp his hand and bleſſed her. and incontinent there flew a great 
Zcunl: out of her mouth. And the Pꝛiour bound the Deuill ſo, 


— — —_— — 


that neuer alter he came there. Thus was the poung gentlie- 
woman reſtoꝛed to her right minde and health egaine. Then 
the Genticman would baue ginen to the icur a great 
ſumme of money fo2 bis labour, but he would take none, but 
ſaid unte the gentleman : Str, J haue a new Church in 
building, aud J lache Lead to touer the roof: and as it is in⸗ 
fozmed me, this is a plentifull Tountrey tbercof. Mhere- 
foge (ir, itt will pleaſe pot fo giue me aſmuch as thall lerne 
me: I and my Detheren ſhall be pour daply beadſmen, 
and pou ſhail be pzaped foz as long as the wozld endarcth. 
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A pleaſant Hiſtorie 
Pe hall haue as much as ſhall ſerne you, ſaid the gentleman : 
But how will you doe foz the carriage? Well inongh ſaid the 
Pztour. Chen the gentleman bzoughthim to a great heape of 
Lead, and bad him take aſmnch as would ſerue him. Pꝛeſent- 
ly the P2iour called fozth Ruſh and«c@mmanded him to take 
on his necke ſo much Lead as would coner his Church, and 
beare it home, and tome againe quickly. Do Ruſh toke the 
lead on his necke at onte and carryed it home, and he was there 
againe within halfe an youre. Then the Pꝛiour toke his 
leaue of the Gentleman and departed, commaurding Ruſ:: ts 
bzing him home alſo. Then Ruſh toke him on his necks, ann 
within one quarter of an honure be was at home. Zhen the 
Pꝛiour coniured Ruſh againe into his oᷣwne likeneſſe, and com. 
maunded bim to goe into an olde Caſtle that ood fat re 
within the Fozreſt, and neuer moze tocome out, but 
to remaine there foz euer. From which De⸗ 
vill and all other Deuils, defend 
vs good Log). 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


